Section 1 — Annual Governance Statement 2021/22

We acknowledge as the members of:

HATFIELD TOWN COUNCIL

our responsibility for ensuring that there is a sound system of internal control, Including arrangements for
the preparation of the Accounting Statements. We confirm, to the best of our knowledge and bellef, with
respect to the Accounting Statements for the year ended 31 March 2022, that.

. We hep tl place arrangements for effaclive financtel
management durlng the year, and for the preparalion of
the accounting stalements.

propared lls accounting slatements in accodanca
with the Accounts and Audif Regulations.

2, We malntainad an adequate system of Internal confrol
including measures deslnad to prevent and detect fraud
and corruption and reviewed lis effectiveness.

made proper arrangements and accepled responsibity
for safeguarding the public money and resotirces In
lfs charge.

3, Wo look all reasonable steps (o assure ourselves
that there are no matters of aclual or potential
non-compllanca with laws, regulations and Proper
Practlces that could have a signlficant financlal effect
an the abllity of Ihis authority to condual its
business or manage ils nances.

has only done whal It has the legal power fo do and has
complied with Proper Practices in delng so.

A, We provided proper opportunity during the year far
the exercise of electors' rights in accordance with the
requlrements of the Accounts and Audil Regulatlons.,

durlng the year gave all parsons interested the opporiunily to
Inspect and ask questlons aboul (his authorily's accourts.

5. We carrled out an assessmenl of the risks facing this
authotlly and took approprlale steps lo manage those
rlsks, including the Introduction of infernal conlrols andfor
extarmnal insurance cover wher required.

conslderad and documented the financial and other Hsks It
faces and deall with them properly.

6. We malnlained throughout the year an adeguale and
gffective system of internal audit of the accounting
records and conlrol syslems.

arranged for a compelent person, independent of the financlal
conlrols and procedures, (o give an objactive view on whether
Internal conirols meet the needs of this smaller authorlly.

7. We lack appropriate action on all maiters ralsed
In reports from Internat and exlernal audit,

responded to matlers brought fo ils altention by Internal and
exlernal audi.

B, We congldered whather any litigation, liabllittes or
commilments, avents of lransacilons, ocourring lther
during or after the year-end, have a financlal Impact on
ihis authorlly and, where appropriae, have Included tham
in the accounling stalements.

9. (For local counclls only} Trus! funds Including
charllable. In our capacily as the sole managing
trustee we discharged our accauntabllity
responsibiiities for the fund{s)/assets, including
fnanclal reporting and, if required, Independent
examination or audit.

disclosad everything It should have about its husiness activily
during the year including evenls laking place after the year
end If relavant.

has met all of its responsibilities where, as a hody
corporale, It Is a sole managing frustee of & local
{rust or trusls,

*Please provide explanations to the external audltor on a separale sheet for each ‘No' response and describe how the
authority will address the wealnesses identified. These sheets must be published with the Annual Governance Statement.

This Annual Governance Slatement was approved at a Signed by tha Chalrman and Clerk of the meeting where
masating of the authority on: approval was given:

22]eu |22

and recorded a_is_; minute reference: Chalrman
l g “ ' Clerk
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Section 2 — Accounting Statements 2021/22 for

HATFIELD TOWN COUNCIL

1. Balances brought Total balances and reserves at the begnnig of the year

forward 982,018 855,146 as racorded in the financial records. Valle must agree to
Box 7 of previous year.

2, {+) Pracept or Rates and Total amount of precept (or for IDBs rates and fevies)
Levies 843,441 800,951 | recelved or receivable In the year. Excluds any grants

recalved.

3. {+) Total other receipts Total income or recelpls as recorded In the cashbool less

135,946 503,084 the precapt or ratesflevies recelved (line 2), includs any
grants recelved,

4. {-) Staff costs Tolal expenditure or payments made fo and on behalf

of all employess, Include gross salarfes and wages,
702,570 697,645 employers NI contributions, emplayers pension
conlributions, gratuities and severance payments,

5. (~) Loan Interest/capital Total expenditure or paymens of capital and interest
repaymenis 0 Q| made during the year on the authority's horrowlngs (if any).

6. (~) All other payments Tolal expenditure or payments as racorded in the cash-

403,689 478,014| book less staff costs (line 4) and loan interest/capltal
repayments (line 5),

7. (=) Balances cariled Total balances and reserves at the end of the year. Must
forward 855,146 1,083,522| oqual (1+2+3} - (4+6+6).

8. Total vajue of cash and The sum of all current and deposil hank accounts, cash
short term Investments 905,573 1,006,620| foldings and short term investments held as at 31 March —

To agree with bank reconciliation.

9. Total fixed agsets plus The value of all the properly the authorlly owns - It Is made
long term investments 5,073,875 5,110,601 up of all its fixed assels and long term Investments as at
and assets 31 March,

10, Total borrowings The outstanding capital balance as at 31 March of all loans

0 O} from third parlies (including PWLB).
11. {For Local Gouncils Only) The Gouncll, as a hody corporate, acls as sofe frustee for
"t Disclosure note re Trust funds and Is responsible for managing Trust funds or assefs,
(Including charltable) N.B. The figures in the accounting statemenis above do
not Include any Trust transactions,

| cerlify that for the year ended 31 March 2022 the Accounting
Statements in this Annual Governance and Accountability
Return have been prepared on elther a recelpts and payments
or Income and expenditure basis following the guldance in
Governance and Accountabliily for Smaller Authorities — a
Practitioners' Guide to Proper Practices and present falrly
the financlal position of this authority.

Signed by Responsible Finandlal Officer hefore being
presented to the authorlly for approval

SQakre

oete 22 Jek |22

| confirm that these Accounting Statements were
approved by this authority on this date:

22 Job 22

as recorded In minute refarence;

| 3 o

Slghed by Chalrman of tha meeting where the Accounting
Statements ware approved
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Section 3 — External Auditor Report and Certificate 2021/22
In respect of Hatfield Town Council (Herts) - HT0049

1 Respective responsibilities of the auditor and the authority

Our responsibility as auditors to complete a limited assurance review is set out by the National Audit Office (NAO).
A limited assurance review is not a full statutory audit, it does not constitute an audit carried out in accordance with
International Standards on Auditing (UK & [reland) and hence it does not provide the same level of assurance that
such an audit would. The UK Government has determined that a lower |evel of assurance than that provided by a full
statutory audit is appropriate for those local public bodies with the lowest levels of spending.

Under a limited assurance review, the auditor is responsible for reviewing Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance
and Accountability Return in accordance with NAQ Auditor Guidance Note 02 (AGN 02} as issued by the NAO on
behalf of the Comptroller and Auditor General. AGN 02 is available from the NAC website —
https:/fwww.nao.org.ul/code-audit-practice/guidance-and-information-for-auditors/ .

This authority is responsible for ensuring that its financial management is adequate and effective and that it has a
sound system of internat control. The authority prepares an Annual Governance and Accountability Return in
accordance with Proper Practices which;

 summarises the accounting records for the year ended 31 March 2022; and
» confirms and provides assurance on those matters that are relevant to our duties and responsibilities as external

auditors.

2 External auditor report 2021/22

Except for the matters raported below, on the basis of our review of Secticns 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and Accountability Return (AGARY),
in our opinion the information in Sections 1 and 2 of the AGAR is in accordance with Proper Practices and no other matters have coms o our
attention giving cause for concern that relevant legislation and regulatory requirements have not bean met,

The smaller authority has submitied its AGAR and supporting documentation prior to 30 September 2022, however, we have not been
able to complete our review work in time to enable to smaller authority to publish the required documentation in line with statutory
requirements. Once we have complated our review a final report will be provided with the certificate of completion detailing any
qualificallons and ‘other' matters,

Our fee note for the limited assurance raview will be issued when we cerlify completion.

Other matters not affecting our opinion which we draw to the atfention of the authority:

Please see above.

3 External auditor certificate 2021/22

We do not certify that we have completed our review of Sectiens 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and
Accountability Return, and discharged our responsibilities under the Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014, for the
year ended 31 March 2022

We do not certify completion because:

We have not been able to complete our review work in time to enable to smailer authoerity to publish the required documentation in line
with statutory requirements.

External Auditor Name

External Auditor Signature
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Final External Auditor Report and Certificate 2021/22 in respect of
Hatfield Town Council — HT0049

Respective responsibilities of the body and the auditor

Our responsibility as auditors to complete a limited assurance review is set out by the National Audit
Office (NAO). A limited assurance review is not a full statutory audit, it does not constitute an audit
carried out in accordance with International Standards on Auditing (UK & Ireland) and hence it does
not provide the same level of assurance that such an audit would. The UK Government has determined
that a lower lavel of assurance than that provided by a full statutory audit is appropriate for those local
public bodies with the lowest levels of spending.

Under a limited assurance review, the auditor is responsible for reviewing Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual
Governance and Accountability Return in accordance with NAO Auditor Guidance Note 02 (AGN (2)
as issued by the NAO on behalf of the Comptreller and Auditor General. AGN 02 is available from the
NAO website — hitps:ffiwww.nao.org.uk/code-audit-practice/guidance-and-information-for-auditors/.

This authority is responsible for ensuring that is financtal management is adequate and effective and
that it has a sound system of internal control. The authority prepares an Annual Governance and
Accountability Return in accordance with Proper Practices which:
« summarises the accounting records for the year ended 31 March 2022; and
s confirms and provides assurance on those matters that are relevant to our duties and
responsibilities as external auditors,

External auditor report 2021/22

On 28 September 2022, we issued a report detailing the results of our limited assurance review of
Sections 1 and 2 of this authority’s Annual Governance & Accountability Return for the year ended
31 March 2022, We explained that we were unable to certify completion of the review at that time. We
are now in a position to certify completion of the review,

The external auditor report given in Section 3 of the Annual Governance & Accountability Return
requires amendments as follows.

On the basis of our review of Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and Accountability Return (AGAR), in
our epinion the information in Sections 1 and 2 of the AGAR is in accordance with Proper Practices and no other
matters have come to our attention giving cause for concern that relevant legislation and regulatory requirements
have not been met.

Other matters not affecting our opinion which we draw ta the attention of the authority:

None

External auditor certificate 2021/22

We certify that we have completed our review of Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance &
Accountability Return, and discharged our responsibilities under the Local Audit and Accountability Act
2014, for the year ended 31 March 2022,

/@C LitHgoe LY

PKF Littlejohn LLP
30/09/2022

PKF Littlejohn LLP
15 Weslferry Circus,
Canary Wharf, London

Et4 4HD
PKF Littfejohn LLP, Charterad Accauntanls, A list of members’ names is avallable al lhe above address. PKF Littielohn L1.P
is a limited liabillty partnership registered in England and Wales No. 00242672, Reglstered office as sbove. PKF Litllsjohn T: +44 (0)20 7616 2200
LLF is a member firm of the PKF Internaticnal Limited family of {fegally independent firns and doas nol accapt any
rasponsibillly or llability for the aclions or inactions of any individual member or correspondent finm or firms. www.pkf-.com




