
Council – 9 November 2022 

Initials_______ 

 
Minutes of the Council Meeting held on Wednesday 9th November 2022 at 7.30pm in 
the Sportsman Meeting Room, Birchwood Leisure Centre, Longmead, Hatfield. 
 
PRESENT: Councillor James Bond – Chair 

Councillor Tristan Wiltshire – Vice Chair 
 

 Councillor Jackie Brennan 
Councillor Eames-Petersen 
Councillor Richard Griffiths 
Councillor Helena Goldwater 
Councillor Nigel Hutton 
 
 

Councillor Caron Juggins 
Councillor Hazel Laming 
Councillor Tim Rowse 
Councillor John Percival  
 

OFFICERS: Jonah Anthony (Town Clerk) 
 Sam Frake (Head of Operations and Deputy Town Clerk) 
 Alistair Ogilvie (Head of Estates) 

 

 
23. APOLOGIES 
 

Apologies were received from Councillor Mendez. Councillor Brennan also 
gave her apologies for not being able to stay beyond 9pm [leaving the meeting 
after agenda item 31 below]. 
 

24. DECLARATIONS OF INTERESTS BY MEMBERS 
 
No new declarations were made. 
 

25. MINUTES 
 
A revised draft of the minutes of the 22nd June 2022 was circulated with the 
meeting papers following feedback from Members.  Further amendments were 
proposed by Councillor Hutton, seconded by Councillor Eames-Petersen, and 
circulated at the meeting. 
 
RESOLVED (4 - FOR, 5 - AGAINST, 2 – ABSTAIN) 
 
The proposed new amendments where therefore not adopted. 
 
Subsequently Members approved the minutes, as circulated with the meeting 
papers, as a correct record of the meeting on 22nd June 2022. 
 

26. QUESTION TIME 
 

Two questions were received from members of the public in relation to the 
community access to the Howe Dell Community Hall, and were answered 
predominantly during agenda item 31 below. In response to one question, the 
Town Clerk clarified that the Town Council was not able to answer questions 



Council – 9 November 2022 

Initials_______ 

on those areas outside of its remit, such as bin collections, street lamps and 
health provisions. Members also noted that a correction was required in 
paragraph 3.6 of the Officer’s report relating to agenda item 31 below, as the 
potential hall booker referred to was not seeking a secure booking for two years, 
but merely suggesting that the organisation involved may wish to continue for 
up to 2 years.  
 

27. ANNOUCEMENTS 
 
The Mayor made a number of announcements to the Council. This included: 
 
 
Queen’s passing 
 
The Mayor noted that this was the first Full Council meeting held since the 
passing of Queen Elizabeth II. The Mayor praised the efforts of the staff, 
remarking that the right tone was set by the actions of the Council. 
 
Mayor’s Bingo Night 
 
The Mayor thanked staff for facilitating this event, which raised £600. The 
Mayor also thanked those Members who attended, in particular Councillor 
Griffiths who kindly stepped in to play host. The Mayor also personally thanked 
the sponsors who provided raffle prizes. 
 
Fireworks Night 
 
It was noted that whilst a number of councils across the country have had to 
cancel their events due to budget cuts and adverse weather, the Town Council 
did go ahead with their event on Saturday 5 November. It was attended by 
approximately 2,500 people. Again the Mayor wanted to personally thank staff 
for making the event a success. 
 
Armistice Day 
 
It was noted that this year’s event would take place on Friday 11 November at 
the Commonwealth War Graves located on the Salisbury Estate. 
 
Remembrance Sunday 
 
It was noted that this year’s event would take place on Sunday 13 November 
at and around the Memorial Gardens. Those attending were asked to be in 
position by 10.45am. 
 
Santa drive around and halls and schools stops 
 
It was highlighted that staff would be facilitating the Santa and sledge drive 
around Hatfield, including a number of primary schools visits in the first half of 
December.  Councillors were invited to contact staff if they were able and willing 
to help with the present wrapping as part of the Help a Hatfield Child initiative. 
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28. MOTIONS 
 
a) Planning obligations agreed as part of the Hatfield Aerodrome re-

development. Motion proposed by Cllr Brennan and Seconded by Cllr 
Griffiths 
 

Cllr Brennan introduced the motion and explained the reasons behind it. 
Members noted that a number of promises and commitments to the area were 
made when the former aerodrome site was redeveloped.  However it was 
unclear as to what commitments had been delivered and which remained 
outstanding.  The Motion therefore proposes that the Leader and Town Clerk 
write to the relevant counterparts in Welwyn Hatfield Borough Council and 
Hertfordshire County Council to ascertain what agreements were made, and 
what parts of those agreements remained undelivered. 
 
RESOLVED unanimously that:  

 
The Leader and Clerk of Hatfield Town Council write a letter to Welwyn 
Hatfield Borough Council and Hertfordshire County Council on behalf of the 
residents to ascertain what promises were made for the allocation of s106 
money from the Hatfield Aerodrome site and which of those promises have 
not been delivered. 

 
De Havilland Grange Sports Pavilion. Motion proposed by Cllr Brennan and 
Seconded by Cllr Griffiths 

 
Cllr Brennan introduced the motion and explained the reasons behind it. The 
promise of a sports pavilion and community asset had be available for a 
number of years but not acted upon. A new task and finish group would help 
the Council push ahead with the project. It was noted that work on this had 
been undertaken and could be built on.  It was suggested that a deadline of 
May 2023 be included in the motion for the task and finish group report back to 
Full Council, to ensure momentum was maintained. 
 
RESOLVED unanimously:  

 
That a task and finish group be established to move forward with 
developing a changing room and community facility at De Havilland 
Grange. That the group have a deadline of May 2023 to report back to Full 
Council. 

 
 

29. COUNCIL ENGAGEMENT AND COMMUNICATIONS 
 
 
Members received a presentation from the Town Clerk on new arrangements 
in place to help the Council engage and communicate with stakeholders. The 
Council’s approach had been ‘little and often’. Members commented that they 
had noticed the upturn in engagement, and had received positive feedback 
from residents.  
 
The report was noted 
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30. EXTERNAL AUDIT 
 

Report of the Head of Operations, confirming to Members that the 2021/2022 
External Audit had been completed. The report made clear that following the 
external audit review the information provided as part of the Annual 
Governance & Accountability Return (AGAR) was assessed by the External 
Auditors (PKF) to be in accordance with the Proper Practices and no other 
matters had come to their attention giving them cause for concern that relevant 
legislation and regulatory requirements have not been met. Members 
congratulated staff on receiving a clean bill of health. It was noted that the final 
report was late, owing to delays with PKF, which had also affected a number 
of other parish and town councils. Members noted that the contractor was 
chosen and appointed at a national level and not something the Town Council 
could change. 
 
The report was noted. 
 

31. HOWE DELL COMMUNITY HALL – REVIEW OF NEW ARRANGEMENTS 
 
Report of the Town Clerk concerning the management and leasing of Howe 
Dell Hall. Members expressed concerns that the trial period had shown that the 
school had not done enough to ensure the community hall was available to 
different parts of the community. There was therefore a risk that should the 
lease be relinquished this asset would not be as accessible to the community 
as Members would like. 
 
Members also noted that retaining the lease would have a financial impact on 
the Town Council with upkeep, maintenance and, as yet, unconfirmed levels of 
investment needed over the 11 year lifespan of the current lease. 
 
Given the level of debate had and information shared with councillors, and 
wanting to not confuse the matter further, the Chair determined that councillors 
should move directly to considering the different recommendations in the 
Officers’ report, without amendment. Having assessed the positions of 
Members in the room It was proposed by Councillor Eames-Petersen and 
seconded by Councillor Rowse that Recommendation C of the Officers’ report 
be moved.  Upon request the voted was recorded. 
 
RESOLVED (7- FOR (Cllrs Brennan, Laming, Goldwater, Rowse, Hutton, 
Eames-Petersen, Percival); 2 - AGAINST (Cllrs Juggins, Griffiths), 2 - 
ABSTAIN (Cllrs Bond, Wiltshire)): 
 
That the Council, in contrast to its decision in June 2022, should refuse to 
relinquish the lease and take back full control of the community hall (and all 
liabilities and opportunities associated with it), as soon as is practicable. 
 
 

32. EXCLUSION OF THE PRESS AND THE PUBLIC 
 
The Councillors present unanimously RESOLVED to exclude the Press and 
Public from the meeting for the following agenda items as their presence would 
be prejudicial to the public interest by reason of the confidential nature or 
debate of the business to be transacted – Public Bodies (Admissions to 
Meetings Act) 1960. 
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[A 10 minute break took place] 
 

33. REVIEW OF PILATES PROVISION AT BIRCHWOOD LEISURE CENTRE 
 
Report of the Town Clerk following a review of the Pilates provisions provided 
at Birchwood Leisure Centre. It was noted that when services were brought 
back after Covid-19 restrictions were eased, the Council had acknowledged the 
need to assess the performance of Pilates before a pre-Covid-19 investment 
decision (circa £25,000) was actioned. Having reviewed the performance 
Officers were recommending that the investment did not go ahead and instead 
the service cease once sufficient notice had been given. Discontinuing and not 
growing the service would avoid the need to make the circa £25,000 
investment, earmarked for replacing the existing equipment, and would also 
avoid the need to employ a new part time member of staff to manage Pilates 
booking and payments. The studio could also be repurposed and serve a wider 
part of the community.  In response to questions Officers were able to confirm 
that membership had dropped by over two thirds from pre-Covid 19 levels and 
that they were confident of generating more income than was currently being 
received from Pilates services. It was noted that this proposal did not prevent 
external Pilates providers hiring Birchwood to provide their own sessions. 
 
The Officers’ recommendations was proposed and seconded by Councillors 
Juggins and Rowse. 
 
RESOLVED (9-FOR, 0-AGAINST, 1-ABSTAIN) 
 
That Full Council AGREE with the Officers’ recommendation that Birchwood 
Leisure Centre ceases to offer Pilates from January 2023 and seek to re-
purpose the current Pilates studio. 
 

34. Report of the Town Clerk encouraging Members to consider the investment 
and operational priorities of the Council for the next four years, and in particular 
for the 2023/24 budget. The Town Clerk stated that cost rises of circa 10% 
were being considered in the draft budget, which would need to be reflected in 
either cuts, increased tax revenue or both. Similar any new initiative would also 
need to be funded through cuts or increased tax revenue.  It was suggested 
that a greater focus should be in obtaining external investment and income 
generating projects. 

 
Members were invited to send through suggestions, proposals and ideas to 
Officers ahead of the draft budget being presented to the Resources, 
Operations and Estate Management Committee on 7 December 2022. 
 
The report was noted. 
 

35. DATE OF NEXT MEETING 
 
Members noted that the next Full Council meeting would be 7.30pm on 18th  
January 2023, where amongst other things, the level of Council Tax Precept to 
be levied for 2023/24 would need to be determined. 
 

 
Closure: 21:30 
 

Mayor 


