
Planning, Environment and Policy Committee 12th October 2022  

 

 
 
 
 
 

Minutes of a Meeting of the Planning Environment & Policy Committee held on Wednesday 
12th October 2022 at Birchwood Leisure Centre, Longmead, Hatfield AL10 0AN at 7.30pm.    

PRESENT:         Councillor Jackie Brennan – Chair 
                          Councillor Margaret Eames-Petersen 
    Councillor Nigel Hutton  

    Councillor Hazel Laming – vice chair           
                                       Councillor Tim Rowse 

OFFICERS:       Jonah Anthony (Town Clerk) 
     Jane Anderson (Office Manager) 

 

16. APOLOGIES 

Apologises were received from Councillor Linda Mendez, with Councillor 
Eames-Petersen substituting in her place. 
 

17. QUESTION TIME 

There were none. 
 

18. MINUTES 

The Minutes of the Meetings of the Planning, Environment and Policy 
Committee held on 13th July 2022 and 27th July 2022 (Extraordinary) were 
signed and approved. 

19. DECLARATION OF INTERESTS 

There were no new declarations. 
 

20. PLANNING LIST 

Members considered the Application Reference 6/2022/1395/OUTLINE - at 
Land Southeast Of Welwyn Garden City To The North Of The A414 And 
Straddling Birchall/Cole Green Lane Hertfordshire.  
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Members noted that whilst the development lay outside the area covered by 
Hatfield Town Council, it was of a size and design that would have a 
significant impact on Hatfield and its residents. The following points were 
noted: 
 
- The development would contribute to the loss of the distinctive areas 

between Hatfield, Welwyn Garden City, Hertford and Essendon by 
destroying the green belt around those areas. 

- This would have a negative impact on the distinctive communities and 
the ‘breathing space’ between them. 

- There were major concerns on the cumulative negative impact of this and 
other proposed developments would have on the A414 and local road 
network. As well as the impact on congestion (especially the A414 
junction with the A1(M)), the increased noise and air pollution would have 
a detrimental effect on the health and wellbeing on residents in 
neighbouring areas, including Hatfield, whose railway station is closer to 
the development than Welwyn Garden City’s railway station.  

- In fact the planning proposal completely overlooks the fact that the 
intended residents of the development will be closer to Hatfield railway 
station (2.9 miles away) and does not provide any consideration the 
development will have on Hatfield residents and businesses.  

- There is no safe cycle route from the development to Hatfield railway 
station, and the only bus route proposed is towards Welwyn Garden City. 
As a minimum, the development’ transport plan should ensure residents 
can easily and sustainably access Hatfield railway station, the University 
of Hertfordshire campuses and the Hatfield business parks. The HERT 
access should also need to be both East and West bound. 

 
RESOLVED (unanimously): 
 

a) That the Town Clerk submit comments on this planning application based 
on the points raised at the meeting. 

 
 

21. CONSULTATION: DRAFT PLAN HERTFORDSHIRE MINERALS AND WASTE 
LOCAL PLAN 2040 

 
Members considered the consultation document produced by Hertfordshire 
County Council. It was noted that the Town Council’s response would need 
to focus on the general principles of the site allocations and not the planning 
application that have been submitted (one of which has been rejected and 
one of which has been submitted but not determined). The following points 
were noted: 
 
- Its was inequitable to expect Hatfield to continue to facilitate one quarry 

and accept the potential of two further quarries (MAS02 and MAS03) in 
close proximity. A further possible site (Mineral Development Site at 
Burnside, Hertford Road) is also located adjacent to the Town Council 
boundary. The accumulative effect should these new quarries be go 
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ahead as well as the existing Hatfield quarry, would have a significant 
negative and disproportionate impact on the residents.  

- The plan currently states an aspiration “to reduce, as far as practicable, 
the quantity of primary aggregates used by encouraging the use of 
secondary and recycled materials (see Policy 10: Secondary and 
Recycled Materials)” – paragraph 4.30 (pg 25). Paragraph 4.39 indicated 
that nationally 28% of aggregate supply comes from secondary and 
recycled materials.  Why then does HCC not take this into account when 
calculating the amount of materials that need extracting. By setting a 
clear target of 28% of materials to come from secondary and recycled 
materials, it would reduce the need for new quarries and  allow for sites 
to be taken out of the local plan. 

- The Environment Agency is quite clear that there should be no extraction 
which involves disturbing the existing plume of bromate and bromide. It 
is unclear how any extraction project would achieve this, or avoid 
changing the existing hydrogeological flow regime nor interfere with the 
remediation of the bromate. Therefore both MAS02 and MAS03 should 
be removed from the local plan. This will avoid the whole strategy and 
plan being put at risk when MAS02 and MAS03 are required to be 
removed at a later stage. 

- Hertfordshire County Council has already rejected one planning 
application for a quarry at MAS02 because of its unsuitability. Given the 
evidence submitted and reviewed as part of the failed planning 
application and appeal process, Member saw no justification for including 
this site in the local plan. 

- MAS03 would be extremely close to current residential dwellings, 
enveloping Hatfield Garden Village on three sides, as well as 
sandwiching residential dwellings on Brocket Road and the Great North 
Road between itself and the A1(M). 

- Increased traffic on the local road network would be considerable, both 
during the extraction phase and following that period as the land is 
repurposed. A detailed transport plan must be produced before either 
MAS02 or MAS03 can be included in any local plan. 

- Air and noise pollution from increased traffic is also of grave concern. 
Should these sites remain in the local plan, planning permission must 
ensure sufficient mitigating actions are taken to protect local residents. 

 
 

RESOLVED (unanimously):  
 
a) That the Town Clerk prepare a draft response using the points raised at the 

meeting and circulate to Member for their review, prior to submission to 
Hertfordshire County Council. 

 
 
22. NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN – DRAFT OUTLINE 

 
The Town Clerk presented a proposed document structure for the 
Neighbourhood Plan, Members raised the following points: 
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- Chapter 2 – Housing Supply, should cover density, types of dwellings 
and integration of developments with the community and buildings 
already in situ. 

- Chapter 3 would benefit from reviewing ‘travel to work plans’ of the local 
major employers. 

- Chapter 5 should be relabelled as Community Amenities “and 
Cohesiveness“ to reflect the need for new developments to add and 
contribute to a local community’s cohesiveness through supporting the 
provision of halls, etc. 

- Chapter 5 – it was clarified that the standards being referred to were 
expected ratios of GPs, School provisions, etc in relation to size of 
population in a locality. 

- Chapter 5 should explicitly cover the provision of community halls 
- Satellite communities – Hatfield “Garden” Village should be used as the 

label for that area.  Members considered including Oxlease as a specific 
area. 

 
It was noted that volunteers (not necessarily within the Council) would need to be 
found to write elements of the plan. To help the development of the document a 
template would be produced to help in the final editing of the document. 
 
RESOLVED (unanimously):  
 
a) That an updated version of the proposed structure be circulated and 

Members to put themselves forward for certain areas/chapters and 
suggestion others who might be able to contribute. 

 
 
DATE OF NEXT MEETING  
 

It was noted that the next scheduled meeting of the Committee was for 14 
December 2022. However it may be preferable to move this to better fit with the 
Borough’s Development Management Committee. This is because Hatfield Town 
Council had raised a number of major objections to planning applications which 
may be determined at the  December and/or January Development Management 
Committee meetings. The Town Clerk would liaise with Planning Officers to better 
understand the potential timetable for such applications 

 
 
 
CLOSED 9.30pm. 

Chair___________________ 


