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Good evening. As some of you may know, I am Cllr Jackie 

Brennan and I will be speaking on behalf of Hatfield Town 

Council. As Members will have seen in the Officer’s report the 

Town Council strongly supported this planning application. 

This site is in need of rejuvenation and we are confident that 

the proposed developments provides a much-needed boost 

for this currently neglected part of Old Hatfield. 

 

Part of the reason we were supportive of the development is 

because we saw that the developers were sensitive to the 

style and traditions of this part of Hatfield, and have 

incorporated those themes into their design. In fact, we would 

hope all developers were as sympathetic to Hatfield’s 
architectural and design heritage when they propose their 

ideas for the town and surrounding areas. 

 

However, any change brings with it a certain level of disruption 

and anxiety. And it is our belief that successful and sustainable 

developments are those that work with the community they 

reside in. On that note, we recognize the genuine concerns of 

the local residents with regards to parking provisions and 

parking management.  Some of the new dwellings in the 

immediate area have no access to parking permits or allocated 

spaces for parking. It is clear that they will be impacted by the 



reduction in residential parking.  Also, the loss of green space 

to provide some of the parking in the square has disappointed 

many residents.  

 

Whilst we support the aspirations of planning policies in place 

for more sustainable and car free living, the lack of adequate 

public and sustainable transport options (especially East/West 

and at evening and weekends) will result in continued car 

ownership by residents, which is not accommodated in the 

current proposal. 

 

We do not believe this should be a barrier to the development 

going ahead, and believe suitable arrangements could and 

should be agreed between all relevant parties. We would 

therefore like to see some assurance that going forward that 

there is a commitment from the developers to consult and 

engage constructively with the local residents who will be 

affected. 

 

This development has been 14 years in the planning and 

residents of Old Hatfield hope that the construction of the new 

homes and businesses will be swift and trouble free. 

Thank you for your time.  


