Section 1 — Annual Governance Statement 2022/23

We acknowledge as the members of:

HATFIELD- TOWN COUNGIHL.

our responsibility for ensuring that there is a sound system of internal control, including arrangements for
the preparation of the Accounting Statements. We confirm, to the best of our knowledge and belief, with
respect to the Accounting Statements for the year ended 31 March 2023, that:

1, We have put n placa arrangementa for affacﬁve financlal

; prepard ils p—, g stalernents In accordance

management during the year, and for the preparation of v . -] with the Accounts and Auclil Regulations.
tha accounting statements. B e

2. We malintained an adequate system of internal gontrol o i made proper arrangements and accepled responsibliify
Including measures deslgned to prevent and deteot fraud s . il for safeguarding the public money and resources in
and corruption and reviewad its effectiveness. L - ls chargs,

3, Wo took all reasonable steps to assure ourselves - .. )| has only done whal it hag the legal power fo do and has
that there are no matters of actual or potentlal ' i compflec with Proper Practices in dofng so.
non-compliance with laws, regulations and Proper : "

Prattlcas that could have a significant financlal effect
on the abliity of this autherlly to conduct its

business or manage lis finances,

4, We providad proper apportunity during the yaar for
the axarcise of eleclars' rights In accordance with the
roqulrements of the Accounts and Audit Regulations. |

5, Wa carrled out an assessmant of the riske facing this o i considered and documeniad the financial and other risks It
alitharlly and took appropriate steps lo manage those ’/ % i} fases and dealt with them properly,
risks, Including the introduction of inlernal controls andfor RS
externat Insurance cover whare raqulfed,

6. We malniained thraughout the year an adequate and

Ik during the year gave all persons inferested the opporiunity o
4 Inapect and ask queslions aboul this authority's aceotnts,

- i} arranged for a competent parson, Independent of the financlal

effective system of Internal audlt of the accounting .f_ \/ .| contrals and proceduras, to give an objective view on whether
records and control systems, IR = I Infernal controls meef the needs of this smaller atthorfty.

7. We taok appropriale actlon on all mallers ralsed ‘/ R 1+ responded fo matlers brought to its attention by Internal and
In reports from internal and external audit, X external audit,

8. We considered whethar any litigation, liabllittes or B S = -} disclosed everything It should have about lts businsss activily
commitmants, events or transactions, ocourdng elther A o i during the year Including events teking place after the year
dusing or after the year-end, have a financial Impast on v L1l end If relevant.

this authorlty and, where approprlate, have Included them
in the accounting statemants,

8, (For local counclls only) Trust funds Inciuding
charitable, in our capaclty as the sole managlng
trustes we discharged our accountability
responsibilities for the fund(s)assets, Including
financtal reporting and, If raqulred, independent
axaminatlon or audit,

has met alf of its responsibilitles whare, as a body
corporale, it Is a sole managing frustes of & jocal
{rust or frusts.

*Please provide explanations to the external auditor on a separate sheet for each ‘No' response and describe
how the authority will address the weaknesses Identifled. These sheets must he published with the Annual

Governance Statement,

This Annuial Gavernance Statement was approved at a Slgned by the Chalrman and Clerk of the meeting where
meeting of the authonty oh. ~_|approval was glven:

) foef 102 ,(“ . i
and recordedasmlnutereference . Chalrman C.) :
o Clark R RN W sl

’6‘ (QV)\‘ \ F) U) 2”0:},
TR BRSSOV
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Section 2 ~ Accounting Statements 2022/23 for

HATFIELD TOWN COUNCIL

1. Inces roug ” Total batances and reserves at the beginning of the year

forward 855,146 1,083,522] as recorded In the financial records. Value must agree to
Box 7 of previous year.

2. {+) Precept or Rates and e Total amount of precept {or for IDBs rates and leviss)
Levies 900,951 936,988 | recelved or recelvable in the year, Exclude any grants

recelved,

3. {+) Total other receipts o . Total Income or recelpts as recorded fn the cashbook lass

-1 503,084 531,603/ the precept or rales/levies received (line 2). Include any
grants recefved,

4. (-} Staff cosls Total expendiiure or payments made to and ort behalf

] of all employees. Include gross salarlss and wages,
- 697,645 84?"635 emplayers NI contributions, employers pension
: contributlons, gratulties and severance payments.

8. (-} Loan Interest/capital e Total expendittire or payments of capital and interest
repayments S 0 (| made during the year on the authority’s borrowlngs (If any).

6. (-) All other payments R o Tolal expenditire or payments as recorded In the cash-

478,014 . 854,097 book less staff costs (line 4) and loan Interest/capital
repayments (iine 5},

7. (=) Balances carrled e Total balances and reserves at the end of the year. Must
forward 11,083,522 1,054,382 squal (1+2+43) - (4+5+6).

8. Total value of cash and L N The sum of all current and deposit bank accounts, cash
short term Investments 11,006,620 877,865 holdings and short term investments held as at 31 March —

n To agree with bank reconciliation,

9. Total fixad assets pius s ' The value of all the property the authority owns — it Is made
long term investments ‘5,110,601 5,234,709| up of all its fixed assets and fong term investments as at
and assets S c 31 Mareh.

10. Total borrowlngs T The oulstanding capltal balance as at 31 March of alf foans

0 Ol from third parties (ncluding PWLB).
0 () 0 L) < 6 A
11a. Dlsclosure note re Trust funds ; ‘/ The Councll, as a body corporate, aclts as sole trustee and
(including charitable) v Is responsible for managing Trust funds or assets.
11b. Disclosure nole re Trust funds ’/ [ ) Thae figures In the accounting statements above do not
{including chatitable) e Include any Trust transactions.

I certify that for the year ended 31 March 2023 the Accounting
Statements In this Annual Gevernance and Accountability
Relurn have been prepared on either a recelpts and payments
or iIncome and expenditure basis following the guidance in
Gavernance and Accountabllity for Smallar Authorlties —a
Practitloners’ Guide to Proper Practices and present falrly
the financlal position of this authority.

Signed by Responsible Financial Officer before being
presented to the authority for appro_va! '

| confirm that these Accounting Statements were
approved by this authority on this date:

U N et a2,
as recorded ip_fr_ﬂng,xte. rg‘fer_tance_:' N o

Signed by Chalrman of the meeting where the Accounting

T statements were approvgd
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Section 3 — External Auditor’s Report and Certificate 2022/23
In respect of Hatfield Town Council (Herts) - HT0049

1 Respective responsibilities of the auditor and the authority

Our responsibllity as auditors to complete a limited assurance review Is set out by the National Audit Office {(NAO). A
limited assurance review is not a full statutory audit, it does not constitute an audit carried out in accordance with
International Standards on Auditing (UK & Ireland) and hence it does not provide the same level of assurance that such an
audit would. The UK Government has determined that a lower level of assurance than that provided by a full statutory audit
is appropriate for those local public bodies with the lowest levels of spending.

Under 3 limited assurance review, the auditor is responsible for reviewing Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governhance and
Accountabillty Return in accordance with NAO Auditor Guidance Note 02 (AGN 02) as issued by the NAO on behalf of the
Comptroller and Auditor General. AGN 02 is available from the NAQ website — hitps://lwww.nao.org.uk/code-audit-
practice/guidance-and-information-for-auditors/

This authority is respensible for ensuring that its financial management is adequate and effective and that It has a sound
system of internal control, The authority prepares an Annual Governance and Accountability Return in accordance with
Proper Practices which:

* summarises the accounting records for the year ended 31 March 2023; and
« confirms and provides assurance on those matters that are relevant to our duties and responsibliities as externat auditors.

2 External auditor’s limited assurance opinion 2022/23

On the basis of our review of Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and Accountabllity Return (AGAR), In our opinion the information In
Sections 1 and 2 of the AGAR Is in accordance with Proper Practices and no other matters have come to our attentlon glving cause for concern that
relevant legislation and regulatory requirements have not been met.

Pilease see below.

Other matters not affecting our opinion which we draw to the attention of the authority:

The smaller authority has submitted its AGAR and supporting documentation prior to 30 September 2023; however, we have not been
able to complete our review work In time to enable to smaller authority to publish the required documentation In fine with statutory
requirements, Once we have completed our review a final report will be provided with the certificate of completion detaillng any
qualificatlons and ‘other’ matters,

Our fee nole for the limited assurance review will be Issued when we certlfy completion.

3 External auditor certificate 2022/23

We do not certify that we have completed our review of Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and
Accountability Return, and discharged our responsibilities under the Local Audit and Accountabillty Act 2014, for the
year ended 31 March 2023.

We do not certify completion because:

We have not been able to complete our review work in time to enable to smaller authority to publish the required documentation in line
with statutory requirements.

External Auditor Name

External Auditor Signature //}j ” 7y //( /’0 ey o~ Date

7/09/2023 -
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Page 1 of 1
Final External Auditor Report and Certificate 2022/23 in respect of

Hatfield Town Council (Herts) HT0049

Respective responsibilities of the auditor and the authority

Our responsibility as auditors to complete a limited assurance review is set out by the National Audit
Office {(NAO). A limited assurance review is not a full statutory audit, it does naot constitute an audit
carried out In accordance with International Standards on Auditing (UK & lreland) and hence it does
not provide the same level of assurance that such an audit would. The UK Government has determined
that a lower level of assurance than that provided by a full statutory audit is appropriate for those local
public bodies with the lowest levels of spending.

Under a limited assurance review, the auditor is responsible for reviewing Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual
Governance and Accountability Return in accordance with NAO Auditor Guidance Note 02 (AGN 02)
as issued by the NAO on behalf of the Comptroller and Auditor General. AGN 02 Is avallable from the
NAO website — hitps.//www.nag.ora. Uk/code-audit-practice/quidance-and-information-for-auditars/.

This authority is responsible for ensuring that its financial management is adequate and effective and
that it has a sound system of internal control. The authority prepares an Annual Governance and
Accountability Return in accordance with Proper Practices which:
« summarises the accounting records for the year ended 31 March 2023; and
+ confirms and provides assurance on those matters that are relevant to our duties and
respansibilities as external auditors,

External auditor’s limited assurance opinion 2022/23

On 27 September 2023, we issued a report detailing the results of our limited assurance review of
Sections 1 and 2 of this authority's Annual Governance & Accountability Return for the year ended
31 March 2023. We explained that we were unable to certify completion of the review at that time. We
are now in a pasition to certify completion of the review.

The external auditor report given in Section 3 of the Annual Governance & Accountability Return
requires amendments as follows:

On the basis of our review of Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and Accountability Retusn (AGAR), in
our opinion the information in Sections 1 and 2 of the AGAR is in accordance with Proper Practices and no other
matters have come to our attention giving cause for concern that relevant legislation and regulatory requirements
have not been met.

Other matters not affecting our opinion which we draw to the aftention of the authority:

None

External auditor certificate 2022/23

We certify that we have completed our review of Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance &
Accountability Return, and discharged our responsibilities under the Local Audit and Accountability Act
2014, for the year ended 31 March 2023,

P WOV - e I

PKF Littlejohn LLP

30/09/2023
PKF Littlejohn LLP
18 Westferry Circus,
Canhary Wharf, London

PKF Litilejohn LLP, Charlered Accountants. A list of members' names Is avallabla at the address below, PKF Littigjohn LLP is a limited E14 4HD

lability partnership registered In England and Wales No, 0C342572, Reglslerad office at 16 Weslferry Circus, London E14 4HD. PKF

Littlejohn LLP Is @ membar of PKF Glabsl, the network of member firms of PKF Internalional Limiled, ach of which Is a separata and T: +44 (0)20 7516 2200

Indapandant jagal entity and does no! accep! any responsibility or liablity for the actions or Inastions of any individual member or

comaspondent frmis), www.pkf-l.com



Hatfield Town Council (Herts)

Notice of conclusion of audit

Annual Governance & Accountability Return for the year ended 31 March 2023

Sections 20(2) and 25 of the Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014

Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015 (8! 2015/234)

(@)

(b)

The audit of accounts for Hatfield Town Council (Herts) for the year
ended 31 March 2023 has been completed and the accounts have been
published.

The Annual Governance & Accountability Return is available for
inspection by any lacal government elector of the area of Hatfield Town
Council {Herts) on application to:

=HMnanTA  Pakc

&
LOPNY, N EAN
wataed A 6o oo 000000000000
— 1600 Nhr — A
Copies will be provided to any person on payment of £ (c) for each

copy of the Annual Governance & Accountability Return.

Announcement made by: (d) L. i lld
Date of announcement: (e) 30! b | JZ’%

Notes

This notice and Sections 1,2 & 3
of the AGAR must be published
by 30 Septamber. Thls must
include publication on the
smaller authority's website.
The smalier authority must
decide how long to publish the
Notice for; the AGAR and
extarnal auditor repart must ba
publicly avaliable for 5 years,

{a

{nsert the name, posilion and
address of the person to whom
local government eleclors should
apply 1o inspact the AGAR

{bY Insert the hours during which
Inspection rights may be
axarcised

(c) Insert a reasonable sum for
capying costs

(d) Insert the name and position of
person placing lhe notice

(e} insertthe date of placing of the
notice

$ wivw.pkf-l.com




